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Weekly Horoscopes
Star Signer April 13, 2020
Your dreams feel more and more vivid lately dear star children, is it quarantine or is it the universe
sending you a message? Find here in your weekly horoscopes.

ARIES
Lately your dreams have felt like looking through a haze or a fog haven’t they dear Aries? It’s because
you are not washing your hands well enough in real life. Sing your alphabet a few times to get them
squeaky clean.

TAURUS
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Taurus? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

GEMINI
Have you been dreaming about wearing too many layers of clothing or blankets Gemini? It’s a sign
you should use one of those cloths to make a DIY face mask in your real life. Check those DIY ideas
and make that thrifty mask.

CANCER
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Cancer? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

LEO
Lately your dreams have felt like looking through a haze or a fog haven’t they dear Leo? It’s because
you are not washing your hands well enough in real life. Sing your alphabet a few times to get them
squeaky clean.

VIRGO
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Virgo? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

LIBRA
Have you been dreaming about wearing too many layers of clothing or blankets Libra? It’s a sign you
should use one of those cloths to make a DIY face mask in your real life. Check those DIY ideas and
make that thrifty mask.

SCORPIO
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Scorpio? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

SAGITTARIUS
Lately your dreams have felt like looking through a haze or a fog haven’t they dear Sagittarius? It’s
because you are not washing your hands well enough in real life. Sing your alphabet a few times to
get them squeaky clean.

CAPRICORN
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Capricorn? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

AQUARIUS
Have you been dreaming about wearing too many layers of clothing or blankets Aquarius? It’s a sign
you should use one of those cloths to make a DIY face mask in your real life. Check those DIY ideas
and make that thrifty mask.

PISCES
Have you been dreaming about being stuck in a bubble dear Pisces? You’re probably standing too
close to people and they feel like their personal space bubble has burst. Find a yardstick to maintain
that six feet apart.

The stimulus package’s impact on college students
Ethan Gilliam
April 13, 2020
The United States Congress recently passed a $2 trillion Stimulus Package and the economic relief
plan was signed by President Donald Trump.
The largest economic stimulus in U.S. history has relief for those affected by the economic downturn,
from citizens to businesses to even state and local governments.

The Stimulus Package
The package has improved unemployment benefits, such as extra money per week for those on
unemployment; up to 10 million people have filed for unemployment as a result of the coronavirus’
effect on the economy.
Industries such as healthcare providers and airlines will receive bailout aid. State and local
governments will receive $150 billion, with a guarantee $8 billion going to local governments.
Singled adults who have an adjusted gross income of $75,000 or less will receive a one-time
payment of $1,200 and married couples with no children earning less than $150,000 will receive a
total of $2,400.
Payments will decrease in amount as salary increases. The payment will stop altogether for single
people earning $99,000 or more, or $198,000 for a married couple.
In the stimulus package, there is money for almost every demographic affected by the poor
economy, except college students.

How it affects college students
College students were as excited as anyone else over the fact that they may be receiving a $1,200
check from the Federal Government, but soon found out they may not be eligible. According to the
Stimulus Package of 2020, if someone was claimed as a dependent, they are not eligible for the
$1,200 check.
A dependent is a “person other than the taxpayer or spouse who entitles the taxpayer to claim a
dependency exemption,” according to the Internal Revenue Service.

Most dependents fall into two categories: either a qualifying child or a qualifying relative.
Unfortunately for most college students, they often fall under a qualifying child, so most parents
claim them as dependents to receive tax benefits.
This means that most college students, many who lost their campus jobs or other nonessential jobs,
and many others with student loan debt, are not eligible for the stimulus check.
While it is possible that some college students are either old enough to not be claimed as a qualifying
child or have claimed independency on their federal taxes, many college students who need the
stimulus check will not be receiving the aid.
Regardless of the reason, the Stimulus Package hardly directly supports college students, many of
whom have lost their jobs as a result of the coronavirus and the economic downturn.
The future economic stability of every demographic remains to be seen, but without direct aid, the
economic stability of college students will undoubtedly be worse than originally thought.

Where to get help
Students who are in need can apply for the Wright State Student Emergency Relief Campaign.
You can find the application here>>

Wright Through My Eyes: Jackson Riffle
Makenzie Hoeferlin
April 13, 2020
Wright State student Jackson Riffle, double major in piano performance and percussion
performance, chose Wright State to help him build his resume and make connections as an active
performer, teacher and composer.

Background of music
Growing up around the area, Riffle went to Newton High School where he got an early start on his
musical career.
“My mom is an elementary music teacher and my family is very musical,” said Riffle. “[Music] has
always been a part of my family from childhood.”
Riffle started piano lessons in first grade and joined high school band in fifth grade. Later, during his
sophomore year of high school, Riffle began taking lessons from a professor at Wright State.
Soon thereafter, Riffle started entering and winning competitions. This is when majoring in music
seemed to become a real possibility for him.

Double major and busy schedule
According to Riffle, double majoring is as difficult as it sounds, especially a double major in
performance.
As opposed to majoring in music education, getting a job isn’t quite the same.
“Getting the piece of paper saying you graduate doesn’t get you a job,” said Riffle.
With performance majors, according to Riffle, it isn’t so much about your in classroom performance
as it is your outside experiences.
“Realistically, your time here is about getting better so you can take auditions,” said Riffle. “That is
how you win a job. It’s about how you play.”

A double major keeps Riffle quite busy, not just with classes, but with recitals, auditions, symphonies
and outside gigs.
“Professional auditions are extremely stressful,” said Riffle. “It’s like you study for months and
months and then all of a sudden it’s like 10 minutes of your time and then you mess something up
that you’ve never messed up before. It’s like a false representation.”
According to Riffle, there are alot of components that go into his curriculum. In a particular week,
Riffle takes an orchestration class, music theory and ensembles.
“We have classes that meet three days a week for an hour and a half each day,” said Riffle. “That’s
one credit hour.”
A big component of a performance major’s education takes place outside of school whether it is
teaching in a classroom, playing in a symphony orchestra or playing in other concerts and gigs.
“There is outside stuff that takes time,” said Riffle. “And of course the outside stuff is stuff that
counts to put on your resume.”

The Wright fit
Riffle had been coming to WSU long before college, and after seeing the competitiveness and
culture of the college, it only seemed right.
“I saw the studio culture and the vibe and how professional the percussion studio was and I wanted
to be a part of that,” said Riffle.
Riffle is originally from around the area and this was another factor in his decision to come to WSU.
The Dayton community is something that Riffle would have missed if he were to go somewhere else.

Ambitious goals
“Ideally [I would like to see myself] in a full-time orchestra job,” said Riffle. “There are not many and
usually people have to die for positions to become open.”
As a backup plan, Riffle wants to get his master’s degree and possibly get a part-time orchestra job
or teach at a college.

Riffle knows what he wants to do and what his options are, but he is unsure about how realistic his
ideas are. Despite this, he is determined to continue on this path and work towards his ambitious
goals.
One of the things that Riffle has had to work past is career anxiety. With all of the unknowns, it is easy
to worry about what may or may not happen.
“Time management has been difficult and expectations are high,” said Riffle. “There is a lot of career
anxiety, especially not knowing and not having a set certification for something you know you’re
going to get.”

Community atmosphere and local connection
“There are a lot of moments of temporary gratification and everything,” said Riffle. “But I know in my
head that I need to keep going.”
From being a soloist in the Dayton Philharmonic band to performing in a recital at the John Philip
Sousa Recital Hall, Riffle has a long list of accomplishments including teaching and composing
experience.
Riffle also likes to help local high schools with their marching band programs.
Starting in 2018, Riffle began to help Grove City High School compose marching band music and he
continues to use his talent for composing to gain local connections.
“I’ve always been writing stuff,” said Riffle. “I think it’s really fun to write and arrange stuff, especially
for marching band. It allows you to put your individual twist on things that people already know.”
Despite the many accomplishments that he is proud of, Riffle knows that there are always bigger
goals to work toward to make him better.
“We live in a community where [when] someone does something good, it’s the best thing ever,” said
Riffle. “It is good to recognize success, but I’ve taught myself to never settle on one good thing.”

SGA holds remote meetings
Alexis Wisler
April 13, 2020
On Tuesday, April 7, Student Government Association (SGA) held their week 27 meeting remotely,
discussing commencement and grades, among other topics.

President’s Award for Inclusive Excellence
The award recipients for the President’s Award for Inclusive Excellence (PAIE) have been notified.
Two awards were given out: one individual and one organization.
“The winners of the award, an individual and an organization, were constantly working to try and
make our campus a better and inclusive place,” said B Lenz, who organized the committee. “There
are a lot of ways that leaders at Wright State could easily ignore that need and continue to do things
the same way that they have always done them. But the winners of the PAIE award were constantly
changing to fit the needs of the students and communities they served even though they could have
gotten by without doing so.”
The recipients will be announced to the public at a later date.

Academic Affairs planning group
The Academic Affairs planning group is currently working on a plan for how online classes will be
held. The planning group is working on updating the way remote classes look for students planning
on taking summer classes.
The Academic Affairs planning group also worked on the Pass/Unsatisfactory grading system for
graduate students that was announced this week.

Election regulations
Director of Internal Affairs Eli Smith and President Ivan Mallett are currently working on updating the
election regulations for the 2020 SGA elections to clarify any confusion due to the election being
held remotely. Mallett predicts that the drafted regulations will be submitted by next week.

Commencement committee
The commencement committee is working on a questionnaire for graduating students to determine
when they would like their graduation ceremony to take place.

Information on Pass/Unsatisfactory
The College of Science and Math Senator Sean Mcgraw recommends that College of Science and
Math students avoid using the Pass/Unsatisfactory system on major-related courses, especially if
they are looking to attend graduate school and/or programs.

How to vote in the Ohio Primary of 2020
Ethan Gilliam
April 14, 2020

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Ohio postponed its March 17 Primary Election to June 2 out of fear
of massive crowds in voting lines.
After some controversy, the Ohio legislature moved the date from June 2 to a closer date of April 28.
There will be no in-person voting; the election will use only mail-in ballots. If you are already a
registered voter in Ohio, you will receive a postcard in the mail telling you how to request an absentee
ballot.
Once you receive your ballot, you can fill it out and mail it to your county board of elections office or
take it yourself to the office. If mailed, for your ballot to be counted, it must be postmarked by April
27 (meaning even if delivered after April 27, the votes will still count.)
If you drop your ballot off, there will be a curbside box at your county board of elections office ( follow
this link for the address of every County Board of Elections Office) for the ballots, so you do not have
to interact with any person for maximum safety.
In order to receive a ballot, you can choose from these three options:
1. Visit VoteOhio.gov and print out the vote-by-mail ballot request form. You must fill it out, sign it,
affix postage (stamp) and mail it into your county board of elections.
2. Call your county board of elections and they will send you a ballot request form. Like the first
option, all you must do is fill it out, sign it, affix postage (stamp) and mail it back to the county board of
elections.
3. You can write the following information on a piece of paper and mail it in to your county board of
elections:
· Full Name
· Date of Birth
· Full registration address including county
· Address where the ballot should be mailed (if different from your registration address)

· One of the these: Ohio driver’s license number OR last four of your social security number OR
include a copy of an acceptable form of ID
· State that “I’m a qualified elector and I’m requesting an absentee ballot for the March 17 Ohio
primary”
· Indicate if you want a: Democratic, Republican, Libertarian, OR Issues Only ballot (choose only one)
· Sign it
· The day’s date
· Phone number (optional)
· Email address (optional)
Originally, an Ohio judge postponed the election, but Health Department Director Dr. Amy Acton
ordered all polls to close due to the national health emergency.
For any further information on the coronavirus and the upcoming election, please visit
www.coronavirus.ohio.gov or call the Ohio Department of Health’s phone number at
1-833-4-ASK-ODH.

Activities to do in Mercer County
Roxanne Roessner
April 14, 2020

It is time to take a break from online classes and see what Mercer County has to offer.
The Lake Campus is located in Celina, Ohio, and while most students commute from out of the city,
there are still locals that may be looking for activities to do in the area.

Celina/Coldwater Bike Path
According to the City of Celina, Ohio website, the bike path that connects Coldwater and Celina is 4.5
miles long. It is perfect for bike rides, walks, rollerblading and more. This time of the year is the time
to get fresh air and out of the house.
Remember to keep social distance (6 ft.) between yourself and others while on the bike path.
The south end of the trail ends at Vine and Fourth Street in Coldwater. A few blocks east of the north
end of the trail is Grand Lake St. Marys.

Grand Lake St. Marys
Grand Lake, which is what the Lake Campus was named after, is also an option that students may
indulge in. Feel free to walk along Grand Lake St. Marys, have a picnic and maybe even go fishing.
Watch out for geese around the lake! There are several areas around the lake where you are able to
drive your vehicles into and park.

Gardening
Spring is the time for planting! Stop by your local hardware store and pick up some seeds. Quarantine
is the perfect time to test out your green thumb. If you do not have the yard or space for pots in your
home, consider utilizing community gardens.

Local parks

Surrounding cities, towns and villages have several parks that the public are able to visit. The
Coldwater Community Park is over 60 acres filled with trees, shelter houses and jungle gyms for
children. Feel free to walk your pets or take a stroll through the winding path that goes through the
park.
During this time, there is some playground equipment that has been taped off from the public due to
their constant use; this is to protect those that visit the park.

Support local businesses
During this time, there are several locally owned businesses that are still running by use of
drive-throughs and ordering online for pick up. Support these businesses by buying as you normally
would. Purchase a coffee from a café or coffee shop. Stop in at the local mom and pop shop instead
of bigger chain supermarkets.
Not only are you buying local, you are also limiting how many people you come into contact with.

120 nursing students to be granted temporary licensure to help fight coronavirus
Marissa Couch
April 14, 2020

Wright State University’s largest graduating class of nurses will be granted temporary licenses upon
completing the required courses and clinical hours.
This news came after Governor Mike DeWine signed a bill offering a suspension of the law that
requires a licensure exam for nurses to begin work.

How it works
According to College of Nursing and Health Interim Dean Deborah Ulrich, there are 120 graduating
nursing students who get to jump right into the field at this time.
“That temporary license will allow them to work as a nurse and it will be in effect for either 90 days
after the end of the pandemic or after December 1 2020, whichever comes first,” said Ulrich.
Once completing virtual clinical hours, WSU will send a verification of completion to the Ohio Board
of Nursing (OBN). Upon verification, nursing students will be able to apply for their temporary license.
Additionally, it is required to have an updated background check. At this time, resources are limited
to complete the background check due to Ohio’s stay-at-home order.
According to OBN, there is an expected minimum of 5,000 incoming healthcare providers, therefore
processing may be delayed, but they are preparing to work as efficiently as possible.
The last course that nursing students take in their final semester is working as a nurse with a
preceptor who is a nurse on the unit, according to Ulrich.
“They shadow this person and learn the role of a nurse, and then as time goes on through the
semester, they end up doing a complete job and the real nurse is following them,” said Ulrich. “Many
times with this program, they are placed and pre-hired.”

The student perspective

According to senior Nursing major Hannah Blankenship, clinicals have continued online. There are
virtual patients that have to be assessed and diagnosed to create a care plan on. This takes around
eight to 10 hours per patient.
“I am very excited, yet nervous, to get right to work. The reason I went into the field of nursing was to
help people when they are having the worst day of their life and when they are most
vulnerable,” said Blankenship. “I feel honored to be able to help out during this pandemic. Of course,
that comes with some risks, but someone’s got to do it.”
Blankenship has accepted a position on a Medical Surgical Intensive Care Unit at Miami Valley
Hospital.
According to Ulrich, this system is similar to how OBN operated many years ago.
“I graduated back in the 70s. They only gave the state board exam, which is a paper and pencil test,
twice a year, and they gave it all together. Everyone who took the test came to the state fairgrounds
in Columbus to take the test,” she said. “So if you graduated and there wasn’t a test for another six
months you had to do something, so at that point you could work as a graduate nurse. You could do
everything a nurse could do, but you didn’t have a license until you actually took the test so we’re
kind of going back to that.”
WSU nursing students typically have jobs before graduating from the program. The college prides
themselves on the relationships they have with surrounding healthcare partners.
“There’s a nursing shortage. They’re competing for our graduates,” said Ulrich.
The College of Nursing and Health recently donated all Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) that
was kept in the campus labs to help protect healthcare workers in the time of the crisis.
“I believe WSU prepared me and Miami Valley is giving me this amazing opportunity to help people
while learning and getting my hands dirty,” said senior Kaylyn Textor.
Textor has accepted a job at Miami Valley Hospital in the neuroscience intensive care unit.
“It’s different than what we’ve been expecting but I think it’s a good option to get us out there
working as nurses,” said Marissa Mercuri, graduating nursing student.
Mercuri will be working on an advanced care neuro floor, which she believes has not been affected by
the virus so far.

“I think my time in the WSU nursing program has prepared me, I wish I could’ve finished my capstone
as I was on the floor I’m going to be working on but I know I’ll have training too when I start but I’m
ready to get out there and start working,” said Mercuri.
Incoming healthcare workers who have applied for temporary licensure can check on the status of
their application on the OBN webpage.

How Greek life is staying involved remotely
Marissa Couch
April 15, 2020

Wright State University’s campus has been closed to the public indefinitely, raising questions of what
on-campus organizations are to do now.

Getting creative
“I feel that our fraternity and sorority life is still functioning and trying to hold each other up during
this difficult time,” said Gina Keucher, director of Fraternity & Sorority Life within Student
Involvement & Leadership. “Most people think of Greek life as a very social group, and the
assumption might have been that when we are all socially distancing the social outlet might have
really been damaged. Instead, our groups are thriving.”
Chapters are meeting on various online formats and have been meeting with potential new members
to offer bids to join their organizations, all virtually, according to Keucher.
Delta Zeta TikTok big/little reveal https://vm.tiktok.com/nwqm7A/

“I believe that the support system that fraternity and sorority offers has been essential to members
being able to cope with the stress and anxiety they might be feeling during this pandemic,” said
Keucher.

What happens now
“Greek life, as people know, is a very diverse group of students with a variety of majors that dips into
just about every department on campus,” said Bentley Peed, president of Fraternity and Sorority
Council. “As I cannot speak for every department’s transition to remote learning, I can tell you that
the Greek life has been able to turn these unfortunate events into an opportunity for new ways of
online interaction between teachers, students and meetings every week.”
Due to campus closing, all events have been cancelled for the spring semester. This includes large,
costly events that Greek life holds each year such as formals and philanthropy events.

“Our members have still been able to recruit, host weekly meetings for regular business and fun
activities, and pursue their goals of high academics,” said Peed. “I am very proud of the presidents
and their persistence this semester to push their chapters and still illustrate the amazing experience
Greek life provides for each student at Wright State University.”
Alpha Omicron Pi TikToks https://vm.tiktok.com/nwVfhx/
Taylor Ronnebaum, president of Delta Zeta Sorority, Kappa Iota chapter, has made efforts to keep
her chapter connected at this time. Weekly wellness checks are being filled out on Google Docs to
keep Ronnebaum updated on every member’s health and safety. This also offers a platform to ask
her any questions that one may have.

Staying involved
“In order to keep morale high in our chapter, I’ve been trying to make sure that everyone feels
connected and cared for. For example, we are still having weekly virtual meetings and sisterhoods to
help our sisters stay connected and help retain some sense of normalcy,” said Ronnebaum.
According to Ronnebaum, during the first week of remote learning, her chapter had nearly 100
percent involvement due to everyone wanting answers on what was to come next.
“After that, each week less and less sisters were logging on for meetings or filling out Google forms.
However, we aren’t going to stop hosting meetings and sisterhoods. The sisters who are logging on
really need this consistency in their life right now, and I can tell it’s really helping them,” said
Ronnebaum.
Delta Zeta Nationals has suspended their dues for the month of April. Kappa Iota had made the
decision to cut March dues in half due to the switch to remote learning in hopes to help during the
time of uncertainty.
“This is really helping relieve some of the financial burden that we have all been feeling. They have
also been a wealth of information and ideas. They’ve been sending us resources to help boost morale
in our chapters,” said Ronnebaum.
Although no one anticipated finishing off their semester in this way, campus communities are making
the best of the situation they have been dealt.

Movie Talk: “Coffee & Kareem”
Trey Brown
April 15, 2020

I feel duped. I feel deceived.
I feel like I was sold something that wasn’t worth selling. These are my thoughts after managing to
make it through “Coffee & Kareem.”
“Coffee and Kareem” is about a cop who is trying to build a bond between himself and his girlfriend’s
son, when suddenly her son witnesses a murder.
So, you know how Netflix has added a little border across some of their original movies that says it is
the “Top 5 Movie in the World” or something like that? As I was scrolling through the endless catalog
of Netflix material, I saw those exact words come across the page as I clicked on “Coffee & Kareem.”

Hmm seems like an interesting movie, cool premise. Click.
This movie is not funny, which should be the antithesis of a self-proclaimed comedy such as this. All
of the jokes are too crude to matter and they all feel old. The script is weak and seems to have been
put together in one draft.
Speaking of which, our 12-year-old titular protagonist, Kareem, is sure to have said every curse word
in the book by the end of this flick. It’s as if Screenwriter Shane Mack forgot that he was writing lines
for a 12-year-old character.
Also, is slapstick comedy still funny? I’m honestly asking because it seems like certain actors, such as
Ed Helms, believe that slapstick is still the best way to make people laugh. I’m not saying that some
slapstick isn’t funny, but when it’s a heavy piece of the film, it gets old faster than fast.
A bright spot from this movie lies in the performance by former Vine star Andrew Bachelor, a.k.a.
KingBach. Every scene he’s in is funny in my opinion. I rarely laughed during this hour and 28-minute
ride along, but when he was onscreen this film became the comedy it claimed to be.
Taraji P. Henson plays Vanessa, Coffee’s girlfriend, and although she is underused in the film, she has
a scene towards the end that was pretty entertaining.

The film also ends with all of its plot threads tied up neatly, except the movie never did enough to
earn the ending it was so desperate to achieve. By the end of the movie, Coffee and Kareem have
become friends; this after spending the entirety of the film bickering and posturing. So much
posturing.
Overall: I don’t like to roast movies often, but this one was a terrible choice.

Student retention team thrives online
Makenzie Hoeferlin
April 15, 2020

The Wright State University (WSU) student retention team is finding creative ways to help students
despite the social distancing barrier.

Same goal, different focus
The student retention team strives to identify barriers to success, teach students to navigate college
life and empower students to achieve their educational goals.
With the switch to online classes, the student retention team is working hard. They want to make
sure they are connecting with the student body.
“With all of the social distancing and staying at home, it’s easy to feel disconnected and isolated,”
said Student Retention Associate Katie Jones. “Just calling a friend or setting up a video meeting has
really helped me to feel less alone and I hope the students we reach out to feel the same.”
Catherine Hernandez, student success coach, has been able to do everything she did before, just
over the phone.
According to Hernandez, the way the student retention team serves students shifts with the
situation.
“Right now, the shift is online,” said Hernandez. “How to be successful with remote classes. The way
we support students and teach them how to navigate needs to be towards that goal. So we need to
be adaptable to really put students first and I think that’s what we’re doing.”

Being creative with social media
The student retention team has been using social media more than usual to aid in reaching out to
students.
“I am lucky to have the opportunity to think and find creative ways to help students,” said AJ Shetty,
student retention associate. “I had never used Twitter, TikTok or handled a Facebook page before
and it feels good to finally put the use of my time with social media and use it as a tool. Social media is
very powerful and we can see that now.”

Members of the student retention team have started taking turns posting videos of themselves
giving tips and advice to their peers.
According to Hernandez, the university was missing the peer-to-peer tips for how to be successful.
The student retention associates then started to make videos to share their tips and tricks to being
successful online.
“Having us directly talk to students helps us be more relatable and personal for students and bring
the sense of community in a time of social distancing,” said Shetty. “I feel video messages are more
effective and draw in more attention.”

We’re all in this together
Being a sense of support for students has been a goal for the student retention team from the
beginning. Now more than ever, they want to make sure students don’t feel isolated and alone during
this unprecedented time.
“A lot of students are so frustrated in this transition, and our job is to make sure that we can provide
any resources and help that we can,” said Student Retention Associate Megan McKarns. “We truly
wish and want the best for our students and want to make sure that we are able to do everything we
can to ensure their success!”
According to Shetty, the student retention team is working hard to understand students’ problems
and develop solutions.
Aside from assisting students academically, the student retention team wants everyone to know
that they are in this together.

A shift from learning to surviving: Medical students on the fight against coronavirus
Makenzie Hoeferlin
April 16, 2020
The coronavirus has drastically changed the lives of Wright State University (WSU) students and
residents who currently work or are preparing to work in the medical field.

Time to prepare
“I was in my training when the AIDS epidemic started, and I know how frightening it was,” said Glen
Solomon, chair of internal medicine and residency program director at WSU. “We’ve seen a number
of very scary infections over the years but never anything with the scope of coronavirus.”
According to Solomon, coronavirus is different from anything else because there is not a prevention
or treatment.
This is why the country has had to rely on quarantine.
“The longer we can put off the peak, the better it is,” said Solomon. “That time is clearly to our
advantage that we have a chance to get things up and running. Anything we can do to delay that peak
is to our advantage and I think we’ve been fortunate in Ohio, in that regard.”
Solomon says that the quarantine is important in order to provide the hospitals with adequate time to
prepare and plan for the eventual peak.
As of Tuesday, there are 7,153 cases in Ohio, according to the Ohio Department of Health. Nationally
there are 579,005 cases, according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.

Empathy and appreciation
Rachel Thomas, an internal medicine resident for WSU, has been working in the ICU since the
beginning of the coronavirus pandemic in Ohio.
“I have, more so than any of my other months in training, been able to put myself in the shoes of the
patient and how scary this must be for them,” said Thomas.
Besides working long hours and not being able to see her family, Thomas says the hardest thing is
watching coronavirus patients go through it alone.
According to Thomas, visitors are no longer allowed in the hospital unless it is an end-of-life situation.

“We try to call as many families as possible to give daily updates, but it’s absolutely heartbreaking to
hear the pain in their voices from not getting to be by their loved ones’ side,” said Thomas.
This situation has allowed Thomas, and others in her position, to empathize with their patients and try
to comfort them.
“This virus is bringing people of all ages, races and health histories [the healthy and unhealthy] to
their knees,” said Thomas. “It’s hard to watch. It’s even harder to watch these people be alone doing
it.”
“The young people coming in who’ve never had to be hospitalized for anything [are] now being
intubated and sedated,” said Thomas. “[They’re] absolutely terrified calling their families, telling them
they won’t be able to talk to them for a few days.”
To Thomas, the experience is a bit unsettling but has made her appreciate nurses and respiratory
teams more than ever.

Courage in a tough situation
According to WSU resident Peter Li, the atmosphere and focus has completely changed.
“There is now a sense of eeriness lurking in the background with every face to face encounter, be it
patient or colleague; with every object or surface that we touch; and with the void in our schedules
that we used to dedicate for education,” said Li. “The focus has shifted from learning to surviving.”
Li has also developed courage while treating patients during the coronavirus pandemic.
It can be quite scary to know that he is treating a patient who has tested positive for the virus.
Despite his fear, Li goes into every room and treats every patient the same, ready to help them heal.
“But I go in nonetheless, because that person has been placed under my care, and it is my
responsibility to try to help that person heal,” said Li. “I do all this while feeling that the current
guidelines aren’t adequate in terms of protecting us from exposure compared to other countries.”
This virus has placed medical professionals in a new and unique situation.
Families have developed a new level of trust in the medical staff, taking news and updates over the
phone without seeing the patient.

Passion for healing
Amidst long hours, hard decisions and uncomfortable situations, these healthcare professionals have
no regrets about the profession that they chose.
“I can’t imagine a future where I am doing anything else,” said Li. “My passion for healing and teaching
is what brought me to become a physician and that’s not something I am willing to turn my back on.”
Bentley Peed, senior nursing student at WSU, is eager to finish his clinicals. He wants to start making
a difference out in the field.
Due to the pandemic, WSU moved clinicals for nursing students online to minimize exposure.
For Peed, whichever specialty he chooses, he knows that he will be able to make an impact on others’
lives.
“I want to use what I have learned to help people to the best of my ability and show my capability of
being a professional nurse,” said Peed.

Prejudice from the pandemic
Li has experienced a different byproduct of the pandemic that has nothing to do with his profession:
prejudice.
“Let me preface the personal aspects with me being an ethnically Chinese Asian American from New
York City,” said Li. “While I have never experienced any outright hate crimes here, I have experienced
the xenophobia that [coronavirus] has produced as an unfortunate byproduct.”
Li is disappointed that such large-scale prejudice exists in this country.
“I get funny glances and stares in public places, such as grocery stores, followed by a quick scurry in
the opposite direction even when I am nowhere close,” said Li.
Despite all this, Li is thankful he has a job and the ability to help others during this time.
“I’m hoping to somehow make [the healthcare system] better in the future than when I found it,” said
Li.

Dayton’s Not Dead: Two area donut shops reopen
Natalie Cunningham
April 16, 2020

Two donut shops in the Dayton area, that had shut down because of coronavirus, are reopening for
special Saturday events.
The two shops, The Donut Haus and Bear Creek Donuts, will offer no-contact curbside pickup of
pre-ordered donuts. This new curbside pickup option became available on April 11.
The Donut Haus and Bear Creek Donuts are operated by the same owner, Ryan Tripp.

The Donut Haus
The Donut Haus is typically open from 5:45 a.m. until 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 5:45 a.m.
until 9:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, according to The Donut Haus’ Facebook page.
The Donut Haus is located at 305 W Central Ave, Springboro, Ohio. They can be reached at
937-748-0380, according to their Facebook page.
The curbside pickup event is held from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. on Saturdays and is prepaid pickup only.
They are offering three different options: a pre-selected variety dozen, a half-dozen fritters, or a
dozen glazed donuts, each for 10 dollars, according to Cox Media Group.
Pre-orders are accepted from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. Monday through Friday. Donuts are delivered to cars
via a drive-thru lane. The Donut Haus is also accepting donations for the Springboro Community
Assistance Center.

Bear Creek Donuts
The curbside pickup will work the same way for Bear Creek Donuts as it works for The Donut Haus.
The hours will also be the same as The Donut Haus, according to Cox Media Group.
Bear Creek Donuts also offered the same three donut options.

The typical hours for Bear Creek Donuts are 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday through Friday and 6:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Saturdays, according to their Facebook page.
Bear Creek Donuts is located at 80 S Main Street, Miamisburg, Ohio. They can be reached at
937-247-5095, according to their Facebook page.

Turnout
On April 11, The Donut Haus and Bear Creek Donuts baked and sold 950 dozen donuts, which is
roughly 11,400 donuts.
The Donut Haus and Bear Creek Donuts had a team of only 12 people to complete all of those orders,
according to both of their Facebook pages.

National Guardsmen activated, including Wright State students
Natalie Cunningham
April 16, 2020

Recently, approximately 300 National Guardsmen were activated in Ohio.
Wright State has around 110 students who are in the National Guard or Reserve and about 40 who
serve on active duty, according to Seth Gordon, director of the Veteran and Military Center (VMC).
Currently those activated are assisting in several prisons where coronavirus has begun to spread.
There are also groups assisting in delivering groceries and food.
“Faculty members are encouraged to work with students who experience legitimate and verifiable
absences in such a way that both the faculty and students’ educational goals are met,” according to
the Excused Absence Guidelines at Wright State, which includes military activation as an excused
absence.
“The faculty member determines if accommodation is feasible and the appropriate form of
alternative work or educational experiences.”

The accommodations
There are many different solutions to accommodating students who have been activated but there is
no common baseline for accommodations.
Every department, program and individual professor decides the accommodations for each specific
situation, according to Gordon.
“We created a checklist for students who might get deployed so they can follow through but the
guidelines for whether or not we have to accommodate them are really left up to the individual
programs and faculty,” said Gordon. “Given the fact that every program is so dramatically different
that what blanket policy might work for one program, it might not work for another one.”
Suggested accommodations include giving the student the grade they had earned in class until
activation, giving students an incomplete while allowing an extended timeline for completion, or
creating alternative assignments that can be done during the student’s activation.
Any student who withdraws from courses due to being activated can still receive a “W” after the final
listed deadline, according to Gordon.

“We’re accommodating them by being their advocates basically, myself and Amanda Watson,” said
Gordon. “If a student really needs support, we’ll jump in and work with the faculty to make sure that
everybody understands what’s expected of them. They’re supposed to be able to, according to Ohio
Revised Code, to leave without there being any major impact to their studies.”

Wright State’s involvement
At this time, there are four known students who have been activated at Wright State. Students are
not required to notify Wright State of their activation.
Ohio has one of the better-run and more efficient National Guards in the United States, but there is
no indication if more National Guard members will be activated or how long this will last, said Gordon.
The VMC offers many different services, resources and educational benefits to all U.S. Armed
Services veterans and all active duty, Reserve and National Guard service members.
According to the VMC, they serve transfer of entitlement, spouses, widows, and orphans of U.S.
service members who are using GI Bill Benefits and vocational rehabilitation students funded by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Music Review: CALM by 5 Seconds of Summer
Maxwell Patton
April 17, 2020
The Australian pop-rock band 5 Seconds of Summer released their fourth album, “CALM,” on March
27. The album was supported by five singles: “Easier,” “Teeth,” “No Shame,” “Old Me” and
“Wildflower.”
“CALM” is a sonically interesting collection of songs that keeps its tonal balance as one song after
another reaches the listener’s ears.
The finished product is without any filler, showcasing the band’s well-oiled ability to write a good
song in their pop-rock wheelhouse while also demonstrating their catalog’s diversity.

Highlights
1. “Easier”
The first single released, this track has a beat reminiscent of an 80s video game and a catchy falsetto
chorus, which leads to it having a wonderful groove.
2. “Wildflower”
This is probably my favorite song on the album. It’s an addictive pop tune with lovely harmonies and
synth to spare, and the booming drumbeat gets it stuck in your head.
3. “High”
A beautiful ballad to close off the album, the crackling vinyl in the background along with a smooth
acoustic riff and Hemming’s vocals contribute to a great track that ends the album on a high note.
Additionally, the album’s opening track “Red Desert” and the gritty “Teeth” are other favorites of
mine on this record.

Background
5 Seconds of Summer (also known as 5SoS) was formed in Sydney, Australia in 2011. Originally, the
group consisted of singer Luke Hemmings, guitarist Michael Clifford and bassist Calum Hood, as the
trio went to Norwest Christian College together.

The band’s music career started when they began posting covers of popular songs on Hemmings’
YouTube channel.
The lineup became complete in December of that year, when drummer Ashton Irwin joined the band.
Signing a deal with Sony/ATV Music Publishing, they released their debut extended play,
“Unplugged,” in June 2012.
In 2013, 5SoS accompanied One Direction on their Take Me Home Tour. After this, they played a tour
in Australia. All dates for the Australia tour sold out quickly.
At this point, they signed with Capitol Records. Following the release of three more EPs, 5SoS
released their self-titled debut studio album in July 2014 and embarked on their first headlining tour,
the Rock Out With Your Socks Out Tour.
The second studio album by 5SoS, “Sounds Good Feels Good,” was released in October 2015. After
their promotional tour entitled 5SoS III, the band released “Youngblood,” their third studio album, in
June 2018.
Before the release of their single “Easier,” the band left Capitol and signed with Interscope Records.
The name of the album, “CALM,” is an acronym of the band members’ first names. That name
translates to the album’s overall sound, subdued but not mellow.
It’s a cohesive production that effectively demonstrates the band’s ability to craft a catchy pop-rock
song, and there aren’t any songs on here that I’d skip.
I’d definitely recommend giving “CALM” a listen.

Physical distancing and mental health
Shaddia Qasem
April 17, 2020
With having been quarantined for a few weeks, the feeling of going stir crazy is common. Alongside
this, the lack of social interaction can also take a toll on a person’s mental health.
Although this is a difficult and unusual time for everyone, there are ways to fight off the feelings of
loneliness or sadness.

Effects on mental health
“Human beings are quite social and our frequent social contacts with friends, family members and
co-workers allow us interconnection in ways that generally maintain mental health parameters,” said
Dr. Patricia Schiml, research professor and senior lecturer in the Department of Psychology. “Social
isolation can produce negative changes in mental health that make issues like depression and
anxiety more prevalent.”
Given that everyone has their own way of processing moments like this, a quarantine can have
different effects on different people.
“Some people may enjoy having extra time for hobbies or activities, while a lack of routine can lead to
feeling out of control or unmoored. Separation from careers or activities that provide us with
meaning can leave us feeling bored, rudderless, or without purpose,” according to an email from
Counseling and Wellness Therapist Sarah Peters and Counseling Intern Katherine Seppi. “Loneliness
can lead to feelings of sadness or despair. On the other hand, being stuck with the same people 24/7
in a small space can be stressful in its own way. The unknown duration of social distancing may lead
to a feeling of hopelessness. We may also be feeling existential dread or fear for ourselves and loved
ones. All of these feelings can lead to symptoms of anxiety, depression, or other mental health
issues.”

Those most likely to be affected
According to Dr. Schiml, at a time like this, some people are more likely to struggle with mental health
issues than others. Presumably, those with a pre-existing mental illness are most likely to have
issues.
“It’s likely that someone with obsessive-compulsive tendencies related to contamination and
cleanliness might really be struggling right now,” said Schiml.

Because this is a time in history that most people have not experienced before, everyone will go
through a range of emotions.
“You may experience feelings of uncertainty, fear, loneliness and a sense of loss of control. Some will
manage these feelings well, while others may develop symptoms of depression or anxiety. The CDC
lists the following groups as being especially vulnerable to the stress of the situation: older adults and
those at higher risk from the virus, children and teens, front-line healthcare and other essential
workers,” according to Peters and Seppi.

Signs and symptoms
“Pay attention to changes in behavior, like sleeping more than usual, not being interested in your
normal activities, changes in eating habits or losing weight. Certainly, if someone starts to talk about
hurting themselves or others, reach out as soon as possible,” said Schiml.
When looking for signs and symptoms in others, it’s important to look out for yourself as well.
“Low motivation or difficulty managing daily tasks such as basic hygiene or schoolwork can also be a
sign that you should seek help from Wright State Counseling and Wellness or other mental health
care providers,” according to Peters and Seppi.

Long-term effects
While this pandemic has had its negative impact on people and governments around the world, a
positive change in society and in the outlook of individuals can be noted.
“[Coronavirus] and social distancing will have an effect on all of us going forward. Some may not
bounce back quickly, with lingering negative effects. However, for others, the effects may be
positive, such as an appreciation of the special people in our lives, of slowing down [and] spending
time outdoors. We may continue to reach out to those we could not see during the stay-at-home
order. Or we may have developed increased respect for those who are deemed ‘essential’ to our
survival and advocate on their behalf for a living wage [as well as an] appreciation for the importance
of access to healthcare for everyone,” according to Peters and Seppi.

Solutions
Taking care of one’s self and being aware of your mental state is an important key to staying positive
during such a time. To maintain mental health, Peters and Seppi advise giving structure to your days
by creating a to-do list or schedule, limiting time spent watching the news to avoid being sad or

angry, keeping up with loved ones to provide purpose to your day, and practicing gratitude and
self-compassion.
“Reaching out to those you care about in a way that is safe from a pandemic reduction perspective is
very important. Text, call, use video chatting apps to keep in touch,” said Schiml.
Peters and Seppi also advise following sites that share good news, such as the Good News Network
(goodnewsnetwork.org) and the Today Show’s good news page (today.com/news/good-news.)

How/where to seek help
Counseling and Wellness, open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. during the week, continues to provide its regular
services for students via phone or video. They now have a webpage about coping with coronavirus
(https://www.wright.edu/student-affairs/health-and-wellness/counseling-and-wellness/coping-withcovid-19.)
“In addition, there are several free apps available to help individuals struggling during social
distancing: Rootd, Calm, Stop Breathe & Think, Headspace [and] Self-Help for Anxiety Management,”
according to Peters and Seppi.
National and state hotlines, as well as Raider Cares, are available options for those in need. Regarding
students in power-based violence relationships, Student Advocacy and Wellness is also a useful
resource.

